Infrastructure needs of Balsall Common
1. Purpose
To define the infrastructure needs for Balsall Common if the settlement is to increase in size in line
with the draft SMBC local plan of January 2019. These are the collective views of Balsall and Berkswell
Parish Councils and the three ward councillors. They were formulated following significant
consultation with the community and local voluntary organisations, who provide much current
infrastructure to meet social needs. 17% of the electorate responded to a (largely) online survey plus
students in the upper years of the Heart of England School to help set priorities.

2. Infrastructure plans within draft Solihull Plan
2.1. Support is given to the proposed new bypass, enhanced centre, station parking and a new
primary school, contained within the draft plan. The Community has two requests
2.2. Size of the new primary school. The proposal for a new primary school is supported but it is
requested that the proposal is reviewed to establish whether a two-form entry school will be
sufficient given the scale of new housing proposed, which with windfall, will exceed 2000 homes
if all the sites listed in the draft plan are developed.
2.3. Commitment to improved public transport. The draft Plan states that “a higher population
gives greater potential for improved public transport” i. Given that Balsall Common has the
highest car dependency for day to day travel of any area in the Boroughii, improved public
transport is essential to make an enlarged Balsall Common sustainable. Therefore, the
Community seeks a firmer commitment within the Local Plan that SMBC will proactively work
with the appropriate authorities to achieve better public transport

3. Additional proposals
Whilst the draft plan proposals go some way to providing appropriate infrastructure, the Community
does not consider them sufficient to maintain Balsall Common as a safe, low crime, sustainable and
pleasant living environment. The community considers that the following additional measures will be
required

3.1. A comprehensive strategy to make Balsall Common a safe location for internal travel
by foot, cycle and mobility scooters/wheel chairs
This will require
3.2. The bypass to be constructed early in the plan period to divert external traffic away from the
settlement and allow easy routes out from the settlement to places of employment, shopping
and entertainment given that the number of cars will increase in line with the houses i.e. 60%.
3.3. Additional parking should be provided in the village centre at the beginning of the plan period
given that the current parking in the centre is already close to or at capacity because of the
housing built since December 2013 with no thought given to the pressure on the village centre.
An additional 14 parking places can be provided within the library car park according to Highways
Departmentiii. This must be increased if possible.
3.4. The settlement must be made cycle, mobility scooter and pedestrian friendly to reduce internal
car movements by
3.4.1.Dedicated cycleways and footpaths to be provided on all new developments as a matter
of strategic planning policy that must be implemented during the planning process.
3.4.2.Safe routes to be identified for cycles etc for the whole settlement to facilitate access
without a car to Balsall Common centre, schools and the station. That to include safe routes

on the (bypassed) Kenilworth Road and Meeting House Lane, investments in crossings,
cycle/foot priority zones, ongoing suitable maintenance of road surfaces to be cycle
friendly etc and a comprehensive plan to calm traffic. Adequate bike storage at the station,
shopping centre and the schools needs to be introduced with deterrents on people using
cars for school transport
3.4.3.
Links from Balsall Common to Berkswell village and to Coventry and the NEC area
by cycle

3.5. Creating a social environment conducive to community cohesion and low crime
The Community calls for two significant additions to the draft plan to meet this need.
3.5.1.

Land for a multi-purpose community centre.

The enlarged settlement will require a new multipurpose community centre with a significant
emphasis on providing opportunities for young people for sport and recreation given Balsall
Common’s relative lack of public provision. The precise design/provision does not need to be
defined at this stage but will require land allocated, within the geographic centre of the
enlarged settlement, to minimise car usage. This land provision needs to be included within
the Concept Plan for allocation 1.
3.5.2. Public Greenspace
Solihull has an average of 5 hectares of green space per 1000 residentsiv. Berkswell & Balsall
Parishes have circa 2.6 hectares per 1000 residents. This is currently compensated for by the
extensive footpath network on Barrett’s Farm which provide walking and running options. With
the development of Barrett’s Farm that compensatory countryside will be lost and is not easy
to replace given the barrier created by HS2. Two proposals help overcome this and meet the
provision for offsetting greenbelt loss required by the NPPF and minimising impacts on and
providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks v
3.5.3.A central park behind Meeting House Lane in accordance with the SMBC green spaces
strategy and Berkswell NDPvi to preserve & develop existing wildlife/ecological areas,
sports areas and general recreational areas. Being in the centre of the enlarged Balsall
Common this will be readily accessible to most residents and will facilitate the mixing of
existing and new residents enhancing social cohesion. All developments, whatever their
size, must adhere to the targets in the green space strategy to prevent Balsall Common
falling even further behind the Borough green space average. Where the developments
are not conducive to logical greenspace provision, compensatory arrangements should
be sought to fund the purchase of land for the central park and the Local Plan should
make this clear.
3.5.4.A Country Park to protect and enhance the setting of the windmill and provide ecological
and provide an area for country pursuits such as horse riding and running. This case has
already been made to officers and has tourist potential
3.5.5.Synergy of uses for new facilities
Detailed development of the use of community greenspace and other new facilities is
best undertaken in partnership/consultation with schools and community organisations
to ensure best usage of limited resources and ease of optimising ongoing use and
maintenance e.g. AstroTurf. The parish councils are committed to this approach.
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